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FRF ELL 
MONG the few, whoſe attention 


the following Treatiſe may attract, 
there ma y be ſome whom it will be proper 


3 that on the ſubject of it three 


different opinions have been entertained; 
one of which is, That the predictions pro- 


miſing a final reſtoration to the people of 


Urael, are to be interpreted in a ſpiritual 


ſenſe, and expected to be fulfilled only in 


an heavenly country: Another, That they 
are to be received indeed literally, yet can- 
not be accompliſhed on the preſent earth, 
but will be fo on a new one, which ſhall 
furniſh an ample theatre for the promiſed 
ſcene of happineſs: The third is, that which 


takes for its ground the plain declarations 
of Scripture, and is now to be ſubmitted 
to the Reader's judgement. It was neceſ- 
 fary, in treating of this, to notice the prin- 
' cipal arguments urged in. ſupport of the 
other hypotheſes ! theſe, I hope, I have 
he ſeged fairly, as well as anſwered ſatisfac- 


y. The great ſource of the contro- 


[ vi ] 
ever, from the difficulties attendant on this, 
the quiſtion — for 
though neither the ſyſtem of the antient, 


nor that of the modern Millenaries be well 
founded, {till the antient people of the Lord 
may be gathered together, and fee. a long 
age of proſperity under the protection of 
God and His Chriſt: And there is the ſame 
reaſon for now calling on men to attend to 
the predictions which contain aſſurances of 
this, as has been affigned for the delivery 
of thoſe promiſes of future ſalvation, made 
by the prophets to their country when ina . 
ſtate of adverſity and ſuffering. To preſerve | 
the afflicted Iſraelites from deſpondency, in 
the midſt of rebukes for their diſobedience, 
mercies of God were revealed, and the hopes 
of the remnant who had not forfeited their 
inheritance kept alive by declarations, that 


; promiſes which have not yet been ae 4 
* . not * * the time at by 8 
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Sn 
arrived, though the things preparatory to 
it have hitherto been regularly coming to 
paſs, and nothing has yet happened to ren. 
der the eyent cither impoſſible, or even leſs 
probable; while the triumph which the un- 
believers might gain from ſuppoſed failures, 


is, deſtroyed by its being proved, that thoſe 
whoſe interpretations have been falſe, have 


the promiſes, is not loſt, but only deferred, 
— — rare 
— wy the kingdom ſhould 
be reſtored unto Iſrael, and all the promiſed 
glories of his reign be diſplayed; but the 
prophets had declared, that He muſt ap- 
rn 
nn In thinking 
that their Maſter would immediately mani- 
felt His power unto the world, by freeing 
their nation from ſubjection, the apoſtles 
were miſtaken ; nevertheleſs, their expec- 
tation of the kingdom's being given unta 
. Him were juſt, though it was not for them 


to know the times or the ſeaſons hich tl 
3 CT. & ; | o ; : 


. 


- Father hack put into His own power. The 
whole controverſy between the behever and 
the infidel may be fairly reſted on one point, 


and that too a point which, if a love of 


truth be not wanting, may be very ſoon 
determined ; Our Lord, the prophets, and 


the apoſtles have aſſumed to themſelves the 


power of prophecy, as a certain proof of 
their Divine Miſſion, and have left us many 
prediftions in conſequence thereof; ** Hath 
te time then ſhewn the juſtice of this their 

« claim, or not? A fairer iſſue caimot be 
* let every man therefore, with . 
a degree of ſeriouſneſs Droportioneed to the 
opinion he entertains of the importance of 


the ſanctions of religion, confider the ſerip- 


tural predictions, and compare the accounts | 
therein given of the fate of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, 1 ˙ AG 
Chriſtian church, and of the ſtate of that 
part of the earth which hath hitherto been 
the ſcene of thoſe fortuues with what has 
come to paſs; and when he has diſcovered, 


how accurately the events have thus far - 


correſponded with the words of the preach- 


ers, let him deny, if he can, wars 5 


3 dwelt in them. 
A 518. 
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DISSERTATION, &. 


INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


HETHER the fortunes of the poſte- 
_ rity of Ifracl have hitherto been, and 
will in future prove conſiſtent with 
the predictions of the Holy Scriptures concern - 
ing them, is a queſtion, in which the Infidel, 
the Jew, and the Chriſtian are equally intereſted, 
fince on the determination of it depend the ſafe- 
ty of the one, and the deliverance, and hopes of 
the others: If then to an enquiry cloſely con- 
netted with a point of importance fo general, I 
venture to claim the attention of all, arrogance 
or preſumption will not, I truſt, be laid to my 
charge ; neither ſhall I be accuſed, of calling 
thoſe who may peruſe the preſent Tra, from 
r 


they frequently call on the men of every nation, 
to attend to their declarations, as containing 
matter of univerſal concern: Terrible are the 


| judgements, which they denounce againſt thoſe 
Fearful 
is the vengeance, with which they threaten the 


ho ſhall refuſe to liſten unto them: 


careleſs. ſinner, and the obſtinate unbeliever : 
the name in which they ſpeak, fully entitling 


their words to attention, and the manifeſt truth 


of thoſe which have already had their comple- 
tion, forming a juſt claim to credit for the reſt : 
While they hold up the mercy of God as being 
ever prepared to receive the penitent, and as 
ready to give unto the ſeed af Abraham, if they 
will turn unto him, the bleflings /promiſed to 
their forefathers; and afford unto the fincere 
Chriſtian, by the accuracy with which they have 
foretold the fortunes of the Church, a light 
which may guide him through the gloom raiſed | 
by ſuperſtition ; and conſtantly manifeſt unto 
him the path of truth, though all around him 
be enveloped in the thick darkneſs of infidelity. 
For however low the cauſe of true religion may 
at preſent appear, however active and inveterate 
its enemies may be, however cold and indolent 
many who would be thought its friends, the, 
faithful ſervantof Chriſt need not be diſheaxtened, | 


_ ince ſuch & ſtate of things was foretold by the = 
Apoſtles of his Lord * ; and even the Lord his 


4 z Tom hs I 3 Jude, verſe 28. 8 


ſelf 


— 


1 + 
ſelf hath warned him to expeRt it. While his 


recollecting chat the various unfavourable cir- 
cumſtances which have in time paſt intervened 
between the delivery of predictions that have 
been already fulfilled and the accompliſhment 
of them, have in the event afforded no impedi- 
ment to their completion, but that the God of 
Irael hath diffuſed by the miniſtry of that peo- 
ple, (however ublikely, from the dereſtation and 
contempt in which they were generally holden 
to be the givers of a religion unto the nations) 
the knowledge 'of himſelf through the greateſt | 
part of the civilized world, and overthrown, 
as he declared he would, the empire of the idols; 
the Chriſtian's recolle&ion, I ſay, of theſe grand 
and general events which have come to paſs ac- 
cording to the words of the prophets, will raiſe 
in him full affurance, that their declarations- 
will continue to prove true, and teach him to 
b wait their ſeaſon, unmoved by all the invidious 
ſuggeſtions of his adverſary the inſidel; who 
employed in groveling about particulars, ſome 
of which are ſo difficult to be decided on at all, 
that they can yield moral evidence to very few, 
and others ſuch, that even if they were deter- 
mined, no material arguments could be drawn 
from them, gains at beſt a fancied fecurity, that 
can tend but to render the deſtruction to which 
it leads, mote miſcrable. Thus the induſtrious | 
r Marr, iv, 12. Luke xvii, 8. 3 

n compiler 


141 
compiler and ingeniqus editor of the ſeveral 
cavils and various objections raiſed againſt the 
goſpel by its different enemies of all ages, re- 
ligions and countries, antient and modern, Jew 
” and Greek, French and Engliſh, after all the 
pains he hath taken in ſerting their arguments 
in the moſt favourable light, and endeavouring 
to find a vulnerable part, where theſe combined 


forces might make ſome impreſſion, hath never 


_ ventured to controvert the great and leading 


a Should it be thought that I am not warranted to rank 
the writer here alluded to, among the ſupporters of infide- 


 lity, becauſe he has diſclaimed all intention to inſinunte | 


any thing againſt the truth of Chriſtianity, being merely 
conſtrained by the calls of duty to ſtate the arguments he 
has cbpied ; I have to anſwer, gaid dife, &c. Since it is 


not very credible that a fincere believer would have ſenc 
abroad into the world a colleftion ſo calculated to miſlead 


» : | the ignorant and deceive the unwary, as that contained in 
3 | the two celebrated chapters, and the notes thereon : Still. 
= . if it can tend at all to exculpate this auchor, I readily ac- : 
1 . . | 

[ | Primary Ons (divine incerpoltion) unneceſſary ; for beſide 


e to, ons puryols, any mon whe will | 
I | firſt preachers of the goſpel ſo openly made 1 oe 


| gifts, been ill founded, theſe ſeveral cauſes, in lieu of for- 
b | warding the iwpoſture, would naturally have led to a 
_. „ and have tended not only to impede, but to 
4 2 9 
: 
! 


facts, or to deny that 6 


de- 
put 


„„ ng. 


15 


of Iſrael is eſtabliſhed, and He acknowledged 
by many nations heretofore ſunk in the groſſeſt 
idolatry, 'to- be the only true God, or that the 


people, to whom He had at firſt particularly 
revealed himſelf, are now difperſed over the 


world, as monuments of his Juſtice in puniſh. 
ing the diſobedient and perverſe. 

| Now as the review of thoſe prophecies, which 
have already had their accompliſhment, thus 
tends to uphold - the patient confidence of the 
Chriſtian, and to form a bulwark. againſt the 
attacks of the unbeliever, fo, I ſhould conceive, 
the contemplation of the importance of the. de- 
clarations relating to events yet future, delivered 
n 
| would at leaſt have.ſome fuither effet in con- 
firming the hope, and ſtrengthening the reſolu- 
tion of the former, and in awakening the latter 
to a reconſideration of thoſe reaſonings, a de- 
ception in which muſt involve him in calamities 
the moſt deplorable: But if 1 may not hope, 
that any good will be wrought on the 2 


de the trouble 7 ae taken i des 


after the matter contained in this treatiſe amp 

io enter on ſpeculations, which cannot bur afford 

E 
| By 


= % 


the general ſubje& on which 1 write 3 but ſome 
particulars. though of moment, have hitherto 
been left unnoticed, and in others, I ſhall prove, 
| material errors have been committed; and ſince 
l I purpoſe to be guided by nothing but the ex- 
preſs declarations of Holy Scyipture,” and the 
Faireſt reaſoning moſt clearly ariſing therefrom ; 
I truſt my calling in queſtion the hypotheſiv-of 
any former writer, of however great name, 
will not prevent what I have to offer in juſtifi- 
ration of mx fo doing, being candidly rend 

oughout The ideas I entertain were firſbſug- 
'pefted by the ftudy of the Sacred Writ ings, the 
Further that ſtudy was purſued, the more thoſe 
ideas were confirmed; and after repeated exami- 
 hations T fee, or at leaſt L rhink that 1 fee, the 
nuch of them ſtill more Clearly, 56K 
Tus Prophecies now to be conſidered natu- 
- rally fall igto three diviſions: The firſt contain- 


the final reſtaration af .zhe Ifracliciſh People to 
* antient country; 9 neither 9, Ire- 


ing thoſe which relate fimply to the event keit, 


- 4 PDA AA 


ham, Ilaac and Jacob ſhall finally be reinſtated 
in the poſſeſſion of that very country, hi, 
Vas promiſed by God to cheir forefathers, and | 
their ſeed for ever, when I have laid: 


* 


aum, lift up now thine eyes and lock from 
Dee place” where thou Art, notchward, and 


* 


+** 


. 
. 
Te 
2 
1 
nw 


[8] 


« all the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee will I 
« giveit, and to thy ſeed for ever.” And in 
the 37th chapter, in which the covenant made 
with Abraham is recorded, we are informed 
that God faid unto him—* And I will eſtabliſh 


* my covenant between me and thee, and thy 


* ay Eve: hay, Fo e 


i everlaſting covenant; to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy ſeed after thee. And 1 will give 


4 unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, the 


* land wherein thou art a ſtranger, all the land 


* of Canaan for an everlaſting poſſeſſion.” No] 
figurative interpretation apart, and the words 
of then being taken e en p-cath 


3 ů—— 
of the ſame promiſe to Iſaac and- Jacob, (that 
of. the 28th. of Gen. ver. 13, 14, 15, in which 
the land, is ſpecified to be that on 
which Jacob then lay, and an aſſurance is given, 
that which he hath; ſpaken unto him, being 
eſpecially conſfidered,) but that however the 
poſterity of theſe patriarchs may for their fins 
have been driven at different ſeaſons into tem- 
Porary exile, yet, as the promiſes of God ave 
without repentance; they will finally be reſtored 


earth itſelf ſhall endure? Would not ſuch 3 


1 * 
. f | 
3210 i 


man be inclined to think, that if they were ut. 2 


% 
— 


to this country; and enjoy it, as long as "the 


1 » — 


[ 9 ] < 
* 
2 22 
= 3 8 
= —_— ST 
im would be fulfilled * 
— reply, that no land 22 
earth; would he not — 
could land which Abraham 
= * If ſome 
an are who will wer thi, — — 
N Tana r ee — 
© interpretation, conſtruc 


themall ? Bur if the earth 
tion on 


fire, as ow, 

. 1 = 
: mo 2 — 
—— mention — 

country — ; why then 
== aſſured .unto . hem; why he 

PP = 

© rake the * ws 
he pe) ws — — 
on which — * 
1 will — how. 
— — not from 
being 83 been 
| — — yo = 
. — by ek, which 
_ obtain in this life, let DING 
heavenly. Canaan : But if —_ 
— de ezoyed: here, why ſpiricualize | 


*. 


feſtation of thoſe, and the righteous gradually 


t 9 
prediftions which yield bepe ef ſuch? Mur not 
the arrival of theſe be preparatory to the mani- 


aſcend, through-the receipt of the promiſe of © 
this life, to that of the life which is to come ? 


Bor the negative argument, arifing from the 


| want of neceſſity of any other interpretation, 13 


bleflings, and an heavenly city, yet they might 


hope that their poſterity would be bleſſed on 
the carth, and that as the Lord had promiſed 


(Gen. xv, 13—16) to bring them back from- 


the ſtrange land in which they were fart to ſo- 
Journ. o likewiſe ſhould- they afrerward be 


given into bondage, He would not fail to zepear 


the mengy, or continue to be a God unto them, 
and their bod after . At leaſt, whatever | 


| before the age of Moſs, afier that no derbe 
could remain; fince by him it was exprefaly 


declired, chat if when they ſhould" experience 
the curſes with which God threatened chem, if 


- they forſook his law, they © became humbled, 


and accepteiithe puniſhment of their iniquity, ; 


„ then would He remember his covenanc with | 
Jacob, and alſo his covenant with Iſaat, and 
2 alſo his covenant with Abraham, and He would 


| * * Lev. vi. 


4 


6 * 1 


| And further, in ver. 44+ « Yerfor all chat when 
they be ia the land of their enemies, I will 


not caſt them away, neither will I abhor them, 
<« to deſtroy them, and to break my covenant | 


_<. with them; for. I am the Lord tir God. 


» Faou the ſeverat paſſages already quoted, two 


| things, I conceive, muſt be, if we reaſon fairly, 


hien it i maintained; that the Jews, by their 
| <& mipious rejection of the Meſſiah, univerſally 

"on forfeited their national title to the temporal 
1 — by every 
ee vill obey the divine call, and lay 


concluded, firſt; That the land promiſed unto 


Abraham is affured unto the ſeed of - Iſrael, as 


long as any of that ſeed ſhall furvive®. Secondly, 
That chat ſeed ſhall never be utterly deſtroyed +. 


© Ween 8 Mk, Mons of then 


e neither becauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham 


« are they all children, but the children of the 
« promiſe are accounted for the ſeed.”* On 


"blefling of the covenant ; and chat the ſpiri- 


ehm to it by his converſion to the faith of 
the goſpel, we are to look for no other return 
one from their preſent diſperſion, no ether com- 


1 ing in af their fulnem, than that which will 


— 


» © 


FV 
dne, s. + See the laſt quotation. 


„ 
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; - : 4 


tn) 


« from earth to heaven of the ſeveral converted 
eu, till that number be completed, which 
* God in proceſs of time: Mal] have called out 
* of his once peculiar people 

Ir is with fingular reluctance I call in que- 
ſtion the arguments of a writer, for whom T 
juſtly retain fo high an eſtimation as I do for 
him whoſe ſentiments I have now repeated + 
but to me he appears not to have ſufficiently con- 
ſidered the extent of the covenant made with 
the fathers, nor to have accurately examined the 
promiſes firice given, neither to have reviewed 
1 
reaſoning thereun. | 

Ons e 
that the Lord would be © a God unto. Abraham 
and his ſeed after him.” Words, IL. appre- 
hend of great and peculiar import, and the in- 
terpretation of which is. to be found only in 
thoſe promiſes afterwards given by the prophets, | 
in which God aſſures his people, that he: will 
work on them that truely divine work of clean- 


ſing them from all their iniquity, whereby they 


have finned againft him ; which n 


* See Tottie's Sermons, term. W. "7 
3 eng 
that knew, revered. and loved, to fay further, that I ex. 
amine in particular the arguments of the abovemeptioned 
wriier, as being the beſt ſummary lately made of what can 
be ſaid on that fide, . — Uanec- | 
| . pur | 


2 3 * * 5 
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gracious purpoſes 19 8 
of this 


promiſe, 
| St. 
; = Paul his ſelf ſtrongly argues, Rom 
chap. ui | 
; ni, 


% , : 
cc all 


that ſtill all theſe promiſes may be applied to 
' the repentance and falvation which a choſen 


( 15) 
« all the feed of Iſrael, for all that they have 
« done, ſaith the Lord +.” If it be replied, 


out ſuppoſing the bulk of the nation concerned 


in them: I muſt anſwer, firſt, that it is enpreſaly 


declared (a point that will be proved at large 
>) that the reſtoration ſhall be nationalʒ 
and St. Faul his ſelf confirms it, (Rom. xi) for 
though he ſpeaks of a remnant, which had at 
chat time obtained the election, he is far from - 
ſaying that the reſt are ſo blinded as never to 
return to the truth ; nay, r 


remnant in oppoſition to the great body of the 
nation, who ſhould hereafter be ſanctiſied by it, 


and putting the queſtion of theſe laſt, Have 


e they ſtumbled that they ſhould fall?” an- 
ſwers it in the negative, declaring, that If the 
« firſt fruits (thoſe who then received the goſpel, 
called by the apoſtle, the election of grace) 


de holy, the lump, (plainly the bulk of the 
„ nation, as oppoſed to that election) muſt be 


4 ſo too,“ and if the root, ſo muſt the branches, 
+ See further on this head, Jer. xxxlii, 7, 8 ; Ezck. xi, 


19, 20, and xxxvi,. 26, 25 ; Micah vii, 18, 19, 20, but 
particularly this laſt verſe, in which we are reſerred to the” 


covenant with the fathers of old, as containing the promiſe | 


of fuck merty: no flight corroboration of the — 


ſtruction of the words of that covenant ! 


* 6 afrding an. 
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and that though *<* ſome of the branches were 
« broken. off by unbelief, yet God is able 10 
<« graft. them in;” concluding with informing 
thoſe to whom he writes, that this partial 
< blindneſs is happened unto Iſrael until the 
< fulneſs of the Gentiles come in, and ſo (by 

* this blindocks being only temporary) all Iſrael 
| © ſhall at laſt be ſaved f.“ 

Ann ſecondly, ene 1 
nant does of itſelf preſerve the national title to 
whatever temporal. bleſſings were promiſed to 
the ſeed of Abraham, fince the ill conduct of 
one part, though that be even much the larger, 
inſtance ſimilar to that of his own day, confirms the above 
reaſoning, ſince although at the time Elias made the com- 


to Baal, the whole affembly of the people afterwards re- 


tarned to their ſenſes, and acknowledging their error ex- 
claimed. The Lord, he is God, The Lord, he is God l' 
+ If we conceive that the fulnefs of the Jews ſhall be 
gathered im the way fuppoſed by ths author, and mentioned 
in p- 313 of his ſermons, we may well aſk, What advan- 
rage then hath the Jew? Are not all men ſaved in this me 
thod ? Yes the promiſes of God to that nation, whom for 
their father's ſake He hath choſen to be the peculiar infiru- | 
ments of his providence, ſtem to portend eſpecial bleſſings 
unto them, beſides that of having the oracles of God com- 
mitted to them——And morcover, the term all, here uſed 
dy the apoſtle, ' cannot ſurely mean only a remnant, which 
| is but 2 part of the whole; it mud} in common ſenſe ſtand 
for both the remnant befare ſpoken of, ond the had of the 


action oppered, mage it. * . 


= * 
+ L 2 * =» 3 
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Wal the good beha- 
viour of the other keeps alive . 
Bur to return from the conſideration of this 
hypotheſis ; Maſes affured the people of Iſrael, 
that if during their diſperſions they. would re- 
pent, and return unto the Lord, he would bring 
P 
1 * poſſeſſed; words which can be applied but 
do that country on this globe, that was formerly 
inhabited by the Jewiſh nation Here he aſſures 
them, that the Lord will circumciſe their 
< their hearts, and the hearts" of their ſeed to 
< love the Lord their God, with all their hearts, 
< and with all their ſouls, chat they might live | 
- © both in the practice of righteouſneſs, and in 
: . + the enjayment of every external good which 
the Lord will give unto them.” Deut. xxx, 
1—10+F. And ſuch a return Iſaiah has moſt 
expreſsly foretold, in a paſſage that begins thus, 
And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, that 
© the Lord ſhall ſet his hand a ſecond time to 
pay recover the remnant of this people from AL 
4. ſyria, &c.” 4—For the prophecy is by its 
own terms limited to a recovery yet future, fince 


| © «« For what if ſome did not believe ? Shall their un- 
0 belief make the faith b holla eleretin,” : "Rank. 
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it is faid that it ſhall come to paſs in the daes 
of the Meffiah, and be alfo the ſecond recover 
of the remnant of his people from Aſfyria, and 
the other countries in which they ſhould be dif- 
perſed ; whereas there has yet been but one ſuch 
recovery, and that prior to the daies of the 
peruſe the words of this prophet, from the 49th 
chapter to the end of his book, will ſee ſuffi- 
verance of the liraclities forms a part of the 
great redemption Promiſed them, and that the 
manifeſtation of their eternal inheritance on 2 
new earth, will be preceded by an happy reſto- 
This world (it is here aſked) ever become the 
teſidence of happineſs? Can we erpect to ſee 
choſe images of peace, Abundance and Felicity, | 
which the prophets have drawn, realized Here ? 
Or, Is it ro de thought, that that degree of 
righteouſneſs, of which they ſpeak, can ever 
| prevail among a race ſo degenerate? To this 1 
eply; as before to a fimilar queſtion ; If the pro. 
phets have predicted things, which it is Clearly | 
impoſſible ſhould be brought to paſs on this 
earth, we may fairly conclude, that in ſuch paf- © 
ages heavenly bleſſings are ſhadowed out; but 
Mill, (as the improvement of the earthly is by 
no mean incompatible with: the ſubſequent ma- 
bhp ==; ri brows 


I = 1. 


Sibel; hiv for e d e! evils of life, 
when: compared with thoſe produced by human 


large a portion of a mankind. are ſubjected to 


penury and diſtreſs, but by their on vices, or 
the unequal diſtribution of propetty ; take away 


the devaſtation which luxury cauſes, the ravages 


poor induſtrious, and all follow the dictates of 
reaſon, and the laws of temperance; let the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel meet with a ready obedience, 


bebe volence be exerciſed, and the degree of hap- 
pineſs thence diffuſed over the world would not 
come ſo ſhort of the prophetic picture as may 
at firſt be imagined; It is among a people thus 
delivered from the dominion of vice, and living 


under the Almighty's immediate ꝓratettion, hat 


che enchanting ſcene is placed, and ſurely, no man 


933 
Buy the New Teſtamene (it iv further unged) 


* Jeftrine. of Chriſt and his apoſtles, that the 
_ %, preſent world was never deſigned to be the 
5* manſion. of righteouſneſs. and; bappineſi 5. 


— filly Ratid; Wi" hafious-pibth- 
. ad ſen Inc le | 


3 


| * 


conduct: It is neither by the ſterility of the 
Earth, or the inclemency of the ſeaſons, that fo 


which ambition makes, and the injuries occa- 
toned by avarice; let: the rich-be:generous, the 


let truth be followed, juſtice be cultivated, and 


Vill diſpute His power richer 0 give the blk. 


Hacks = diffs nn, l is the repeated = 


DENT ren gig „er. F 
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It is true, thai e Lind cala op men to take 
up their croſs, and follow Him, that His apo- 
ſtles warned their converts to look for their 
lowers have hitherto experienced much vexation 
and hard uſage” in the world—Bur do theſe 
things prove that true religion, accompanied 
wich great blefſings, ſhall never flouriſh on the 
earth? It was not the buſineſs of the firſt 
Preaeheri of the goſpel to hold forth, as an en- 
cCoeuragement to theſt wham they exhorted tp 
embrace Chriſtianity, a ſtate of happineſs, which 


was not to be eſtabliſhed on earth, till long after 
ch period of their ſtay on ir ; nor to ſer before. 


them bleſſings, which they were never to taſte : 
They therefore called their attention only to that 


. Calicity of which all the rightcous ſhould, after # 


the general reſurreRion, partake : However ſoon | 
perſecution might put, an end to their lives, 
Gr er ee ee ibibo. 
veward which no ove, ks Scetly obeyed the 
galpel, could fail to obtain: On recommending. 
che purſuit of this then they ſeem wholly intent, 
and that Anal reſtorarion, and thoſe carthly glories | 
. Ar 
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ſufficiently expreſs to eſtabliſh of itſelf the point 
in controverſy: At preſent ſome more predic- 
tions of the Old Teſtament demand our conſi- 
deration; it being declared in them, that al- 
though the families of Judah and Iſrael be for 
the end they ſhall be gathered, and brought to 
the land of their forefathers, and by their gain- 
ing a fixed eſtabliſhment therein, the promiſe 
made unto Abtaham, Iſaac, and Jacob ſhall be 
performed, For the children of Iſrael (faith 
the prophet Hoſea) ſhall abide many daes 
« without a king, and without a, prince, and 
<« without a ſacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without teraphim. 
« Afterward ſhall the children of Iſrael return, 
and ſeek the Lord their God, and David their 


44 king. and ſhall fear the Lord, and his good- 
5 neſs in the latter daies. Chap. iii, 45—in 


in en -chaſe; eee 


and ſhall ſeek David their king, limit the 
eoncluding event foretald to the times of the 
Meſſiah, and of their acknowledging Him, 
whom they had before denied. The words 
of Jeremiah too are expreſs on the ſame point: 
« Behold the daies come, faith the Lord, 
that I. will raiſe unto David a righteous 
branch, and à king ſhall reign and profper, 
eb CN TT 
8 W 


* 
2 Iſrael 
— 
* 
* 
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. Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely; and This is His 


© name whereby He ſhall be called, 


our R 
= come fth re Lad, tu they ll 00 more 
Nas The Lord liveth which brought up 4 
. children of Ifract ont of the land of Egypt: 


„but, The Lord liverh, which brought up, and- 


ns rind on whence pes = 
af the north- country, 1 
« tries whither I OE OP 
<< ſhall dwell in their own land -F. 


repearing this paſſage, may we not fairly alte, 


- If the reduction of the children of eng 

mentioned-in it, was literally a reduction _ 
the land of Egypt, to the CO 

Abraham, by what rule of conſtruction 


urther, hich 
n As the ten tribes w 
- - of Ilrael have not pet been 


God of Iſrael, ſay- 
Thus ſpeaketh the Lord 
ing, Write all the words that have ſpoken 


« wo thee * nn | 


_ reduction mentioned. be interpreted either 
— Apr cm 


ſaffering, muſt relaze to-0ne that is yer furgre— 


*s 


af fear, and not of peace. Aſli ye now, and 


» theinſelves of him. But they -ſhall ferve the 


, | (= 1 


«' ſaith the Lord, that 1 wilt bring again the 
« captivity of my people Iſrael and Judah, 
« faith the Lotd, and I wilt cauſe them to re- 


turn to the land that 2 — 


« words that ——ä̃ K 
4 and concerning Judah. For thus ſaith the 
« Lord, We have heard a:voice of trembling, 


* ſee, Whether a man doth travail with child ? 

« Wherefore do I fee every man with his hands 
© on his loing, as a woman in travail, and all 
n faces turned into paleneſs ? Alas, for that day 
is great, ſo that none is like it: It in even the 
ume of Jacob's trouble, bur he ſhall be faved 
* our df it. For it ſhall come to paſs in that 


day, ſaith the Lord of Hoſta, that 1 will 


« break his yoke from off thy neck, and will 
* burſt thy bonds, and they ſhall nd more ſerve 


„Lord their God, and David their king, 
* whom 1 will raiſe up unto them. Therefore, 
* Fear den get, O my went Jacob, ſaith 
de Lott; Heither be diſtbayed, O Tract ; für 
«10, 1 will.ſave thee from aſus and thy b 
«*- fypm the land of their capriyity, and J 


mall retuin, and ſhall be in/reft-and quiet; 
Cd nr en make him aſtaid. For I am 


Wich the Taith the Lord; to fave: thee: 
„ eh tt 4 
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. whigher, I have ſcattered thee, yet will I n 4 
* make a full cad of thee,” Jer. xxx, _ 
Here I acknowledge, that I much doubt, whe- 
the truth of this. prophecy can by any mean be 
maintained by thoſe who contend, that the,po- 
* ſterity of, Lrae).thall never. more be yathered as | 
«nation x the ame I may ſay.tog of the promiſe 
that God vguld never leave Jacob, till He had 
Laber can this doubt be unreaſonable, ner che 
following paſſage, contains a plain acknowledge- 
200%. thor ephept 2 nach happicr reBorazan, 
received the good promaſed. unto them.—* And 
nos therefore thus faith. the Lord God af 
* lac], concerning this city, whereof ye lay, 
« It ſhall. be. delivered into the hand of the king 
_ ©, off Babyloo,; hy the ſwerd, and hy the famine, 
__ © and by the peſtilence : Behold I will gather 
„ them out: of all countries, whither I have 
4 driven them in mine anger, and in m fury, 
* ang. in great wrath; and - will bring her 
* agaio te hs place, and 1 will cauſe them 
to dwell ſafely: And they ſhall be my peo- 

- © pk, a0 Lvl be ſheir God. And I willghve 
© im ens hea, ph ontrnÞ the HIP 

fear me-for:ever, for the good of them. and 

© gn And I will make 
Dr ce EEE 


* 6s 


8 * 
* 


. .* S W-1 


-% bart Will por ny fear in "their Ihe, that 
. Tea, I will 
© rejoice over them to do them good, and I will 
Phat them in this land ruth with my whele 
* heart, and with my whole foul, For thus ſaith 
© the Lord, Like as I have brought all this 
Us upon this people; fo will 1 bring 
„ 
* them.” , Jer. xxx, 3642. 
Ir che texts I have chus quoted, the words 
phecies expreſs ; ;:bur ſtrong, deciſive, and ex- 
preſs as theſe are, the reader will find other 


paſſages noted in the margin to be no leſs ſo f:. 


While the declarations of the prophet Daniel, 
that in the days of thoſe kingdoms, into which 
the laſt of the four-great empires hath been 


dom, which ſhall break in pieces and conſume 
all thoſe kingdoms; and, chat the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatneſs 'of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, ſhall be given to the 
et of the ants of the Moſt Fighs, confirm 


in 


. . its 18 wi, 14.5 . 333 


-————— ͥ ³ X 
firong expreſſion) are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
His Cheift, and the conſequent doxalogy, is is declared, 
vans e temple of God was opened hana, and 
the 
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divided, the God of Heaven vill ſet up a king- | 
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as any that has yet appeared, and fix the eſta- 
dliſhment of it on this very globe, on which the 
others, mentioned in the ſame viſion, have flou- 
riſhed.—Nevertheleſs, numerous as theſe teſti- 
monies are, and direct as is the evidence which 
they form, it has been thought that objections 
_ ſufficiently valid againſt them may be drawn 
from the general doctrines, that the righteous 
muſt wait for their recompence until the reſur- 


reftion of the juſt; that the wheat and tares 


mult grow together till the hatveſt;z and that 
the righteous and the wicked ſhall at one 'and 
the ſame time appear beſore the judgment-ſeat 
ef Chriſt, who will then, and not before; ſepa- 
rate the ſheep from the goats, and eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of righteouſneſs in glory for ever: 
But ſurely ſuch odjections weigh not mueh; for 


life, wait for their final reward till the reſur- 


rection of the juſt, is it incredible, that before 
that time God ſhould manifeſt ' peculiar favour 
to a portion of ſuch that will be found in the 


the erpectation of an empite, as literally ſuch _ 


world? Or, Who will fay, When the harveſt , ®. ». 


alluded to in our Lord's 


the ark of His teſtament was ſeen in it ; an emblen wile | 


l can: relies that people aloke, wink whom the covenant to = 


* 


parable of the wheat #2, 
and tares is to begin? Or, That the univerſal + 


diſpenſation of rewards und puniſhments aa 


which chings yn be gathered ? You 
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Son of the Meſtab's kingdom on cath, in which 
none but true Iſraelites, cleanſed from all -ini- 
quiey, can have « part, but where ſuch will en- 
joy the-happineſs, and the glory promiſed to the 
ſeed of Abraham, is preparatory to, and alſo 
moſt emblematit of that ſtill more exrended ſtate , 
of felicity to be revealed when the New Heavens 
and the New Earth ſhall appear, it is no wonder 


that in many parts of Scripture they are not ſe- 
verally diſtinguiſhed ; but if in others they be 
moſt clearly fo, it'is certainly more reaſonable to 
uſe the laſt paſſages as a clue to the former, than 
to endeavour to ſhelter ourſelves behind theſe 
 sgtinlt the forte of thoſe.” The texts I am now | 
TOE Oe ' 
ſuch 2 diſtinction, are by no mean obſcure; 
they deliver their doctrine in à moſt marked 
manner, and great as ate the names of fome who 
Rave thought lightly of them, their clearneſs is, 
| Fprefame, beyond all reaſonable diſpute, and 
- their authority, I am ſure, is ſupreme.” In the 
Joch chapter of Esekiel, after 2 molt expreſs 
promiſe, delivered in the preceding chapter, 
chut God will bring back both Judah and the 
tribes of Iſrael to that land in which their fackers 
beve delt, the rophet is directed to addreſs 
2 m distant nations, the chief “ 
whick are calle!” Gotz and Magog, and part of 
| this addreſs is as follows, ver. 8.—* After many 
. In the latter years 
| | thou 


. „ 
thou ſhalt come into the land that is brought 
5 * back from the ſword, and is gathered out of 
W | 4 many people, againſt the mountains of Iſrael, 
—_— « which have been always waſte: But it is 
, v brought forth out of the nations, and they 
1 * , * ſhall dwell ſafely all of chem. Thou ſhalt 
| « afcend, and come like a ſtorm, thou ſhalr-be 
Oo < like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all 
=_ | « thy bands, and many people. Thus ſaith the 
N. * Lord God, It ſhall alſo come to paſa, that at 
the ſame time ſhall things come into thy 
mind, and thou ſhalt think an evil thought. 
« And thou ſhalt ſay, 1 will go up to the land 
< of unwalled v villages, I will go to them that 


* bars nor gates, to take a ſpoil, and to take a 
> « prey, — Now thoſe who allow à literal 
reſtoration: of Iſrael, but place the ſcene of it on: 
a new earth, muſt, by this paſſage, be driven 
either to give up the laſt point, or to embrace 
the ſtrange abſurdity of ſuppoſing an hoſtile ex. 
pedition in a region in which we are aſſured, 


nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more 


be reſtored to their land, wherever that land be, 
before they can become in it the object of an 
| attack: While thoſe who deny any ſuch reſto- 


2 here 


e as, reſt, that dwell. gte, all of ben 
« dwelling. without walls, and having neither 


LL Loud www Ee OVERT 


7 there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, | 
pain'®; for the tribes of Judah and Iſrael muſt 


ration, fatly contradiRt all chat the prophet has | 


1 29 J 
nations of both run directly contrary to what 
is delivered by St. John in the Revelations; 
who; having, in language as open as can be uſed, 
declared, that Chriſt ſhall reign with his faints 
1000 years, places this millenary reign, both 
before the expedition of Gog and Magog, which 
he alſo foretells, and before the deſtruction of 
| Death +3 thereby fixing it, by two moſt poſitive 
- figns, to this earth: Nay, in the prophecy of 
Daniel. we read, That though before the king- 
dum was given to one like the Son of Man, the 
- fourth, beaſt was ſlain, and his body given to 
the burning flame; yet the other beafts, though 
deprived of their dominion, had their lives pro- 
longued for a ſeaſon, and a time f, which con- 
ſiſts not with a. ſuppoſition of a period*s being 
at. che ſame time to be put to the earth's dura- 
tion. But this is not all; the firſt reſurrection, 
L which St. John informs us ſhall take place pre- | 
vious to the Millennium, tallies, whether it be 
ſuppoſed to be figurative, or real, or partaking 
of both, with that life from the dead, which St. 
Faul declares the receiving of the Jews ſhall be; 
as well as, certainly in the firſt ſenſe, with that 
. refurreftion which was. ſhown in a viſion to 
Ezekiel, and explained to be emblematical of 
the reſtoration of the houſe of Iſrael ; while the 
| deſtruftion of death (which. mult be before the 
. ooo et... 
appearance 


roo ny thing which 
thn ſhall we liſten 66 he: 


their fo ww © 


been enn rr 
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« viſible ſear of his kingdom”. Now could 


culty, few, I conceive, who have 


weighed the teſtimonies already adduced in fup- 


port of the paint, which I have by them endea- 
voured to eftabliſh, will think its folutien act 
being at this day ſeen into, ſufficiene to counter- 
balance them all: Much leſs will ic be deemed 
ſo, when it is recollected, that although ir be 
declared, that thoſe nations ſhall come again@ 
che reſtored people, yer. it is ſaid, 2000 years 
A 


Even hen Kal Bet fr nl Ben 
EY bn aims dr ke ans 


be too an eyent cauſed by means extraordinary, 
and which had been long foretold—their mad 
defigns thall-be'ſo far from leffening the power 


of, the Meſſiah, or interrupting his reign, chat 
the end.of them will vid a tremendous proof 


of both, and the kingdom He ſhall have firmly 


eſtabliſhed, by the gradual and compleat de- 


ſtruction of all his enemies, ſhall be delivered 
up entire to The Father, and tranſlated to a new 
coal which Galt alata for ener babar ie. 


Tuus last bbjeftion- replied to, let us now | 
have thus 


review the fruit of the enquiry we 


rs, 9 in fur pou of thi Gen: 3-1 


ho anſwer be at preſent returned to this di- 
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partriarchs theitſelves ſojourned in the daies of 


further manifeſt that the Lord hath declared, 
That though He make a full end of all other 


nations, He will not make a full end of that of 


Ifrael o; but however He may have driven them 
from their country, in conſequence of their diſ. 
obedience to the laws He gave them on mount 


Sinai, He will never utterly forſake them; even 
their iniquities ſhall not prevent his giving them 


all that good which He hath promiſed, fince He 
will; in the diſtant lands where they are diſperſed 
bring them to a ſenſe of their traſgreſſſons, and 
circumciling their hearts, make them objects 
meet to receive the mercies He hath yet in ſtore 
for themy: And we have ſeen, that theſe pro- 


miſes ace delivered in terms too expreſs and 


plain to admit of figurative interpretation +, 
and that chere are cotreſpondent prophecies 
equally c clear and politive * while. the conſtruc- 

tion now put on, them tends 'no Jels cd make 
them « conliſtent among themſelves, than to con- 
firm the-dodrine I have attempted to eſtabliſh 
by them. Upon the. whole then, 1 conceive, 
that 1 may how, 'Y ithout incutring the charge 


of arguing haſtily, conclude, that this aſſertion, 


e 4 „s. 5 . 0. * 
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Pokemon of that very country, in which the 


their mortality, the land of Canaan 8: It is. - 
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whoſe iniquities they were appointed the inſtru- 
ments of the divine vengeance; and the return 
of two of their tribes to this land from a ſubſe- 
quent captivity, was preceded by the ſubver- 
fion of a powerful empire : While they cannot = 
again be reinſtated in the poſſeſſion of their 43 
country, without depriving at leaſt. ſame one 1 
nation of part of its dominion, and with draw- 
ing numerous bodies of ſubjects from ſeveral. 


Nut to the circumſtances merely accompanying . 
ing it, even at à conſiderable diſtance, ſo inter- ( 


eſting in themſelves, that I may, without apo 

logy, take them alſo into conſideration. The? 
| the human eye cannot always diſcern it, yet | 

perfect juſtice muſt ever prevail in the Almighty's * 
deulings wich His creatures; if therefore, the 
return of the families of Iſrael will naturally be 
— 9 NOI, 2 
hoy ol — — 
of thoſe nations call for ſuch - puniſhment : 
| Againy Since the wiſeſt ceconomy is perceive- 
able in all the uns of nature, and it is 
the ſame God which worketh all in all, we may 
be ſure, the like will be obſerved in the admi- 
niſtration af the moral world, and therefore, 
that the Lord will not viſibly interpoſe, till the 
6: ET D 2 ſtate 


% 


„„ 


Au of mankind abſolvecly requires ſuch inter- 
ference : Neither (we may with equal. certainty: | 
infer from the invariable rectitude of the Divine 
dealings, and His long and unſpeakable” for- 
bearance) will He in a manner thus judicial in- 
terfere, without ſeveral previous warnings being 
given to the ſons of men. Now accurately con- 
fiſtent with theſe reaſonings, are the predictions 
left us, telative to the manners and ſtate of the 
. bee 
ſembling the ſcattered people. Nur 

rer 
which Jeruſalem already has been, or may yer 
Scrigeure; che times of the Gentiles ; and chr 
Aumann 


—— 7 


ies foundazion-t0 the. time of the end among 


both theſe it. is, that we. mulk.carct for the 


Iſraelites 3 — unleſs 1 be groly. - 
miſtaken, e only deſery ſome; f 

reſent ſituation af things. on the 
ee n r ee eee 
ve no other affurance of their arrival, het al 
difcover,, that there are others, which have al- 
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Dinos Deal, seed ds . 
latter ſtate of the fourth: great empire, when 
divided into ſeveral kingdoms, hath left us a 
ſketch of what would be the political condition 
of that part of the world which hath formed the 
ſcene of the Ifraclitiſh ſtory, previous to the. 
period when God ſhall have accompliſhed to 
ſcatter the power of His people: Whereas 
rn in the interpretation which he gave | 
<< Nebuchadnezzar of his dream) thou faweſt 0 - 
« the feet and toes, patt of potter's clay, and = — 
<. part of iron, the kingdom ſhall be divided; 4 
« but there ſhall be in it of the ſtrength of icon, = 
«. foraſmuch as thou faweſt the iron mixed 
« with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet 
_ <. were part of iron, and part of clay, ſo the 
4% kingdom ſhall. be partly ſtrong, and partly 
« broken. And whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed 
« with miry clay, they ſhall-mingle themſelves - 
« with the feed of men, but they ſhalt not 
Fo . 


| 3 Das. i, 41, 43, ö = 
„ ide days of thoſe kings man the God of heaven e —— * 
„a Kingdom, &c.'—Where it is worthy of remark; that | 2 
mis en barely be meant of u kingdom merely ſpiritual. 43 
—— wh be tebeBeR been he oO, . 
ds s wo Denzel by the Hurth beat, — | 
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of the viſion of the four beaſts given to hingt, 
ve find a prophecy of ten kingdoms to ariſe 


of one power of particular. character, to ſpring 


eſtabliſh a tyranny both eccleſiaſtical and civil, 
and to the power of all which an end would be 
pur, by the ſaints of the Moſt High taking the 
_ Kingdom . And a ſimilar ſituation of affairs 


an chis part of the earth is predicted by St. 
John, as to appear in the time intervening be- 


tween the diviſion of the Roman daminions, and 


e 


# 
: 1 4 
1 * 8. 


. Py 
- et * 


- 1 Hor Wy Aw : a 
f — 8 . A l. FIR 0 5 
+ See Rev. xiii and xvii, and xi, .. 
; | | 2 + ; N : 


* 


7 ** 2 1 3 * 
= . . 43 FS 
i *” 7 4 
2 * * l t ; 
LS 4 


"he found an carth ay ho yer _ 
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_ int not.— Than s 


= 5 accuſers, | _ Crabtors; * lovers 

of 4 
5 a form | 

* of God, hav 24 


1 bout : 


Lord hath — r — | 


of Noh, ſo mall it be alfo in the dates of the 


1 Son of Man. They did eat, they drank, 
* — "thy were ee” inet 


* until the day that Noah entered the ark: „And 


them all. P 
| © when the Son ef Man is revealed $, 
Peter: affares us, that 
the laſt daies;” ſcoffers, walking after their 
* own lufts, and ſaying, Where is the promiſe 
of His coming ? For ſince the fathers fell 


* Au 


alſleep, a things continue as they were-from. 


N rn 

To fay, that the principles and practices of 
the preſet den de not render! lk « fu 86 
affairs in the worlg improbable, would be to 
dar aueh Teſs chan the truth ; when tender epi. 
_thets, and poliſhed rirls are. now invented for 
_ * the molt difſolute conduct, and abandoned prin 
ciples. - Wes there are ſo niany who mock atihe 
rains of religion, — all who re. 
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«There ſhall came in 
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he went; add ignorant, hack ſo diſguſted many 
of the better informed, as to impel them into an 
oppoſite extreme, and induce them to reject all 
the truths of religion, becauſe ſome forgeries 
_ have been paſſed on them as ſuch, and thus 
been in faſt a principal cauſe of the prevalence 
of theſe libertine principles, and deiſtical opi- 
nions,, which have made ſo great a progreſs in 
Europe, and inore eſpecially in thoſe countries 
of it, which are ſtill under her eccleſiaſtical do- 
minion,, is alſo a fat too notorious to require 
Particular proof 3 and therefore, even though 
— ade > acnflenandy4,90 
1 — — 72 
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degree, yet, on account. of thoſe evils to which 
the hath already given. occaſion, as being the 
root from whence thoſe ſtill future will ſpring, 
the city where her Chief reſides, is entitled to 

the epithet given her f The Mother of Abo. 
* nlinations of the Earth? and though its in- 

habitants do henceforth no more than keep pace 
with the generality of others, in becoming more 

licentious- and abandoned, it may well be ex- 
pectad to receive. ſome marks of the Divine Diſ- 
pleafure, heavier than thoſe poured on the reft- 


28 ef the cond, "The Goſh. pat; ina. £6 [her | 
4 e — — —e— 


E?y)) as. —* 


teak 


tion; codons; che nene of her yowen- and. 
| opulence, and ſome: of whoſe monarchs have. 
been numbered among the moſt obedient of her 
| ſors, hath not. only long rent iefal{ from hee 
dominion, but ſent forth a conſtant ſupply a 
Opponents, .ta:cambat her groundleſs 
pretences, expoſe her uſurpatiogs,, laſſen her in- 
fluence, — — her ill-otten and much- 
abuſed authority + Ofen hath: hg Who is fa- 
voured with tha title: uf her Eldeft Son, mocked. 
at her repreſentatives cammands, and even made 
him trembi an his tbnone : while the monarchs, 
on whom have been beſtowed the epitheta Naſt, 
Feichful, Moſt Catholic, and Moſt Apoſtolic, 

and whole predeceſſocs . have ſo oft imbrued their 
hands in blood, for the-fupport of her authority, 
have of. late become deſtroyera of the firmeſt 
panga.of. ber power, anc thas far procendes! (in 
deſolate and naked. W the re-. 
mining and much ſeverer partzof her ſentence, 
continues among. the yet future figns of the ap- 
proach of-the viſible eſtabliſhment of the king- 
dom of God; while thoſe which we ſee already 
inflicted, afford us ſo many warniogs.to-expedt. 
ourſelves from partaking of her fins, lad we be 
33 * 


* 
= 


dy them uf its truth, and the reiterated warnings = 
not co-forſake its faith, or precepts given them 
in the regulas accompliſhmeac of all — 


mediately.preceding, or to be made manifeft in 


2 84 1 5 
Iminorality, ſhould in all reaſon admoniſh every 


man to lock to bimſelf, thas-he: be not ld W. N 866 
contribute to the haſtening of that day, when- pat 
men ſhall be blind to the-trughs of religion, and. * 
have furgotten all its precepts 3 when darkneſs and 
ſhall _ the earth, and -groſ darkneſs. wr 7 

blg 

of 
individuals, and the died of nations, ü which: 9 


, our own age hath bern witneſa, learn to dread 
— which the incraling wicked 
neſs of men, crying- to heaven for: nee, 
muſt bring down on the world. For great and 
terrible judgements are predicted, as either im- 


that day, when the Lord fhall ariſe to plead for 
his people, and avenge. Himſelf on. his enemies. 
When the light of religion being nearly  extin-. 
guiſhed, and the laws of the earth being the laws 
of violence; the preſent Chriſtian world ſhall be 
no longer objects of forbearance, having ren- 
dered-themſelves, by their iniquities, ripe for 
deſtruction, and their neglect of the goſpel be- 
ing exaggerated, by the repeated proofs received 


* ? 
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named fuffered, from the ſucceflive conqueſts 
of the Babylonians, and Medes, and Perſians, 
yet toward the end is conceived, in terms which 
are juſtly applicable to no event already paſt, 
bur betoken a more etended and complent de- 
ſtruction of the enemies of God, than the world 
hath yet ſeen. For thus faith the Lord God 
« of Ifracl unto me, Take the wine-cup of this 
fury at my hand, and cauſe all the nations to 
* whom I ſend thee to drink it. And they ſhall 
drink and be moved, and be mad, becauſe of 
« the ſword that I will fend among them. Ver. 
« 15, 16.—And it thall be, if they refuſe. to 
take the cup at thine hand to drink, then 
ſhalt thou ſay unto them, Thus faith the Lord 
of Hoſts, Ye ſhall certainly drink. For to, 
I begin to bring evil upon the city which is 
called by my name, rr 
-whpunithed ? Ye ſhall not be 
« For 1 will call for a fword upon the ibi. 
= rakes of the earth; fakk ie Laktof Hott. 
« Therefore propheſy thou againſt them all 
_ & theſe words, and fay unto them; The Lord 
tall roar froh en high, and utter his voice 
« from his holy habitation. He ſhall give a 
© ſhout, as they that tread the grapes, againR | 
All the inhabitants of the earth. A noiſe ſhall 
cbme even unto the ends of the earth, for the 
„Lord hath à colicroverſy with the nations: 
 * He will plead with all ben, He will give 
| « hem 


= 
te them that are wicked to the ſword, ſaith the 
Lord. Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, Be- 
« hold evil ſhall go forth from nation to nation, 
and a great whirlwind ſhall be raiſed up from 
<« the coaſts of the earth. And the ſlain of the 
* Lord ſhall be at that day from one end of the 
<<. earth even unto the other end of the earth: 
They ſhall not be lamented, neither gathered, 
nor buried, they ſhall be dung upon the 
ground.“ Ver. 28—33. And the other image 
uſed in this laft paſſage of the Lord's having a 
chem, is uſed by other prophets, when foretell- 
ing the fame great and fearful event? Thus 
Iſaiah proclaims a warning to the nations, and 
a total overthrow of the kingdoms of the world, 
preſigured by the hoſts of heaven being diſſolved; 
A 
« ye people: Let the earth hear, and all that is 
| « therein; the world, and all things that come 
© forth of it. For the indignation pf the Lord 
* is upon all nations, and his fu upon all 
« their arrhies: He hath utterly deſtroyed them; 
„He hath delivered them to the ſlaughter : 
Their lain - alſo ſhall be caſt out, and their 
« «- ink fall come up our of their carcaſes, and 
« the nountins ſhall be melted with their blood, 
and all the hoſt of heaven ſhall be diſſolved, 
and the heavens ſhall be rolled together as a 
s ſcrole: 1 
* ä + Ew B 


BY 
« the leaf falleth of from the v 


« gan: | "A 

2 a ſig · wee. For my ſword 
— the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recam- 
penee for the controverſy of - Zion.” And 
the prophet Joel, to the ſame purpoſe, « For 
 * Behold, in thoſe daies, and atthat time when 


I ſhall bring again the captivity of Judah and 


* Jeruſalem, I will alſo gather all nations, and 
„ will bring them down into the valley of Je- 
hoſaphat, and will plead wich them there for 
my people, and for my heritage, om th, 
* my land.—Proclaim ye this amo! 
* tiles :* Prepare war, | 


N 


But 
* 


ine, and as a | 


c. T For it is the day of 
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But there are, in this quotation eſpecially, ſome 
expreſſions which merit particular notice, from 
their ſo accurately coinciding with other pre- 
ditions, that when compared no doubt can re- 
main of the time to which either are to be ap- 
plied. In the paſſage before us we are affured, 
that God will fit to judge the heathen round 
about; and in the 7th chapter of the book of 
Daniel, ver. 26, we are told, That the judge. 
ment ſhall fit to take away the dominion of that 
tyrannical and blaſphemous power, which the 
prophet had ſeen ariſe after the diviſion of the 
laſt great empire. The farmer prophet informs 
us, That this ſhall be in the day when Gad ſhall 
bring again the captivity of Judah; and'the latter 
places it at that period, when the kingdom ſhall 


High : While in the 2oth chapter of the Reve- 
lations, the deſtruction of the ſame power is ſaid 
to be followed by the fame circumſtance. Again, 
nn the prophecy of Joel, the image of an har- 

_ veſt and a vintage is uſed, and there is an allu- 
ſion to the ſame in the words above quoted from 
Laaiah; in the latter part of the 14th-chapter of 
Revelations too, the: ſame is repeated ; and in 
the 63d chapter of Ifaiah, and the rgth of Re< 
velations, we have revealed to us, the great 
Agent in this deliverance of God's people, and 
the puniſhment of his enemies—** Who is this 


be given to the people of the ſaints of the Moſt - 


- 6 ments, and I will ſtain all my raiment. For 


— EC 
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<4 from Boarah? This that is glorious in his 


e apparel, * in the greatneſs of his 
« ſtrength ? I that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs, 
* mighty to ſave. Wherefore art thou red in 
« thine apparel, and thy garments like him that 
< treadeth in the wine-fat ? I have trodden the 
<« ,wine-prels alone, and of the people there was 
none with me: For I will tread them in mine 
« anger, and trample them in my fury, and 
their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my gar- 


* the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and 
the year of my Redeemed is come, And 1 
© looked, and there was none to help: And I 
4 wondered that there was none to uphold ; 
Therefore mine on arm brought ſalvation 
* unto me, and my fury it upheld me. And 
« and make them drunk in my fury and wil 
bring their ſtrength to the earth.“ 


* 1 ſaw heaven opened, and 'behold, a white 
« horſe; and He that fate upon him was called 
6 Faithful and True, and in rightcouſneſs doth 
He judge, and make war, His eyes were as 
« 2 flame of fire; and on his head were many 
* crowns; and He had a name written that no 
one knew but Himſelf; And He was clothed 
* with a veſture dipped in blood: And his 
772 And the 


es 
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« armies which were in heaven followed Him, 
on white borſes, clorhed in fine linen, white 
„ and clean. And out of his mouth goeth 2 
« ſharp ſword, chat with it He ſhould fmie the 
« nations: and he ſhall rule them with a rod of 
„ iron: and He urtadeth the wine prefs of the 


cloſed, when the meaſu 
full, to view an event 


(56 ] 


. the Ronian world, and the 
voice of its preachers eyen in the apoſtolic 
age, reached to what v chen eſteemed the ends 
ol che earth, yet its reception, in point either of 
univerſality or ſincerity, has not been hitherto 
by any mean adequate to what the Scriptures 
teach us to expect; the royal Pſalmiſt declares, 
chat * all the ends of the world ſhgl/remember, 
and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds 
et of the nations ſhall Eheel before Him. Pl. 
xii, 27,—And in the 524 Plalm we find him, 
when deſcribing the proſperity of his ſon Solo- 
mon's reign, carried on by the ſpirit of prophecy 
to the mention of that Son, of whoſe greatneſs - 
the glories of this formed but a faint Thadow, 
ſaying, * Yea; all kings ſhall fall down before 
„Him: All nations ſhall ferve-Him*.- And 
among the prophecies of Haiah we meet the fol- 
Towing moſt ſolemn declaration, that the God of 
_ Tfrael ſhall be pniverſally worſhipped; « Look 
< unto me, and be ye ſaved, all ye ends of the 
earth: For I am God, and there is none elle. 
| * I have fworn by Myſelf, the vnd ie gone out | 
* of my mor in 1 h Ng 
„. Return, that unte Nie every Kas all bow, 
i every tongue ſhall fear 5.“ The fame full 
converſion of the nations is is thus ſpoken of by 
Jeremiah, O Lord, my ſtrengths, Sr. the 
. roe rare 3 


will, by the light of their 


ſumption, that the 
tion ef Chriſtians 


WO 


8 
the 


| 8 3 


. 
= that from among them would ſpring 
thoſe who would gain. a. victory over the eſta- 
bliſhed ſuperſticions of the Roman world, and 
make the empire converts to their doftrines x 
The Chriſtian communion hath from its inſtiru- 
tion tallied with its great Founder's. declara- | 
den ann; the good 3nd the bad have 


: nn he DOES 
— ame 
gathered together, rr 
bringing goodwill and honour e. det nations | 
| but hitherto the progreſs. of the goſpel among 
che Gene, ach. Had die than ſpread cheir c 
diſgrace, 3nd .contrilnged to bang un en 
ea —— The bleflings have 
| hitherto ceceived through them, have come'ts 5 
us by their fall i End th times which y hass 
yet leep, hear no reſemblance ta that ſeene which 


5 W 


Ki 
> 8 1 

. | 

62 


5 


8 6 8 8 3 2 2 


« be kutſed at thy fide. Then halt 
«ang flaw ragriher, and thine heart ſhall fear, 


end, (i-6. the end of 
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run to and fro, and 
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dt fed*.” Perfectiy too do the | I 
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connekting theſe two events, the gathering tos 
of the Jews, and the coming in of the 
wk bf the Gentiles; though an appearance | 
has been intfpduced into St. Paul's 
declaration on that head, in the 11th chapter of 
his epiſtle to the Romans, by the manner in 
which our tranſlations have there rendered the 


 Aotift: From the apoſtle's words, in the 12th 
and 15th verſes, it ſhould ſeem, that the receiv. 


ing of the Jews ffiould be at leaſt cotemporary 
with'the complete converſion of the Gentiles ; 
for Now, fays he, If the fall 4 
0 riches of the world, and the diminiſhing of 
* them de the riches of the Gentiles, How 
* much more their fullneſs ?”* And again, Tf 
« the caftiig £way of chem be the reconciling 
„of the world, What ſhall the receiving of 
« them be, but life from the dead ?“ Whereas 


Z by the 25th verſe, as the text now ſtands, we 


"ol apa particle Je is retaingd, there þ 


| re ribght, that the coming of the fullneſs oF 


the Gentiles muſt precede the recovery of Iffael; 
for thus the words run, © For I would not, 


© brethren, have you ignorapt of this myſtery, 


_ © (leſt ye be wiſe ip your own concyirs LO + 
% blindneſs in : 


is happened unto Iſrael, until 

the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in.” Now 
if we here read © until the fulneſs of the Gen- 
6 tiles come in,” the ſexeral declarations are con- 
fiſtent, fince the events may be ſynchronical; bug 


a will ny 
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. of diſagreement, which 
exiſts. not in the original (where there is d 
and the very phraſe employed, in which is, in 
another epiſtle of the ſame apoſtle, tranſlated as 
it ſhould have been here; for in the 1 Cor. xi, 
26, b,“ is rendered © until He (the 
* Lord) come.” And had this been attended 
to, it might probably have prevented any miſ- 
PFF the term fulneſs, when 
applied to the Gentiles, and it would have been 


acceſſion to the church has been ſo repeatedly 
_ foretold, and the call of whom, I apprehend, is 

further preſignified in the 14th chapter of the 
Revelations, where (with however the ſincereſt 


| deference for the opinion of the learned favour- 


ers of a different interpretation) I can but think, 
chat the angel, repreſented as flying in the midſt 
of heaven, having the everlaſting goſpel to 
preach unto them that dwell on. the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and ſaying with a loud voice, * Fear 
God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of 
« His judgement is come, &c.” is an emblem 
of the manifeſtation of the truth of the goſpel 
to the moſt diſtant nations of the earth, to be 
given by the ĩnfliction of thoſe judgements on 
the cotrupted Chriſtian World, and its enemies 
| of every fort, which are ſoon after deſcribed. 
Indeed, with fuch earneſtneſs do the facred 
N Writers 


* 


underſtood of that great body of them, whoſe 


hath done mar- 


His right hand, and His holy 
© of Urael, and that all the ends of the carth 


8 11. 


D 


min A naue, 
. of Ifrad. 


1 
none have been the ſudject of more different 


een An apparently loſe agitement be- 


. our Lord Would reign on earth with his Gaines 
_ for 4 period of 1000 yeits, and the 


eame 
"piltuite of Epicurean indulgence, rather than a 


tuxuriant to make a finiſhed 


" repreſentation of a kingdom of righteouſneſs : 
Such miſconſtruẽtion and abuſe of the promiſes 


ot · we Seripture gave many great offence, and 


dome turined from with fo inveterate diſguſt, as to 


run into the” other extreme, Md deny che fu- 


_ rarity of any reigh of religion and happineſs on 
. earth. Dilfcrernt have been the « 


by liter lirepettcis on Mek oppotics Iofnes; 


have in various degrees ſupported the former : 
To hold with the-firft, we muſt directly contra- 


K* 


colouring 
_ (if T m fo ani ef this hypothefts Bon be- 


opinions formed 
ſore have embracecl the larter, while ochers : 


£4 4. > 


r i 
Scripture, as appects from many texts already | 
quoted in this work ; while it muſt be acknow- 

 ledged, that the ſentiments of the others are 
often attended with difficulties not eaſily re- 
folved : In conſidering, therefore, the prophecies 
telating to this fubje&, I. ſhall firſt ſtate what 
1 coticcive to be clearly foretold, and then re- 
preſent, as impartially as I can, the moſt mate- 
rial difficulties that occur on either fide of the _ 
queſtion, adding the ſolutions of thoſe which 
appear to be anſwerable. It is then expreſsly 
that the ſtate of the reſtored people 0 
ſhall be both happy and glorious, and that the 
peace which they ſhall enjoy, ſhall extend to alt * 
the nations of the earth, the whole globe acknow- 
ledging one King, and one Lord, eyen Chriſt y 
and that from this ſtate they. ſhall never be 
ejected; for though at the cloſe of a determinate 
period, an attempt ſhall be made to interrupt 
their happineſs, that attempt ſhall miſcarry bythe 
viſible interpoſitĩon of Divine Power, and prove . . 
only the forerunner of this age of temporal fe- 
licity being changed for endleſs happineſs, Thus 
the Lord hath declared by Ifaiah And I will 
turn thy hand upon thee, and purely purge 
. . « away thy droſa, and take away all thy tin; and 
I will reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy 
<« counſellaurs as at the beginning : Afterward 
| thou ſhalt be called the ci of rightcauſneſs, 
e | the faithful city. Zion * 


L 6 J 


* wich judgement, and ber convetts with righ- 
© teouſneſs.” If. i, 25, 6, 7.—And in the 62d 
chagier, And the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy righ- 
« teouſneſa, and all kings thy glory: And thou 
+ Mk he: called dy'a now name; whichods 
* mouth of the Lord ſhall name. Thou ſhalt alſo 
be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
e and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 
And by Jeremiah it is thus proclaimed, as to 
be accompliſhed in the latter daies—** Again 1 
< will build. thee, and thou ſhalt be built, O 
virgin of Iſrael, thou ſhalt again be adorned 
*ich thy tabrets, and ſhalt go forth in the 
22 Thou ſhalc 
yet plant vines upon the mountains of Sa- 
« maria, the planters ſhall plant them, and eat 
them as common things.“ Jer. xxx), 4, 5- 
< And ver. 1a, Therefore they ſhall. come, 
ee inche hoghe of Tien, and nll flow 
together to the goodneſs of the Lord, for 
* wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the 
young of the flock, and of the herd: And 
their ſoul ſhall be as a' watered garden; and 
e they ſhall not ſorrow any more at all, &c.” 
And by the prophet Hoſea, © And in that day I 
will make a covenant for them, with the 
c beaſts of the field, and with the fowls of hea- 
> and with the creeping things of the 
ground, and I will break the bow and the 
_ © firord, and the bank our of the earth, and 
F vill 


will make them li down 3 | 
© come to — lafely.—And it mal 


and all the hills 


« 


| up out of their land which 
earthly pro; a 
theſe, and the expn 


| t 6 1 
** ther they be gone, and will gither them-om | 
© every fide, and bring them into their. own land 
| « — And David my fervanc ſhall be King oer 
„them: And they ſhall. have one Shepherd 
«+. ahd they ſhall dwell in the land that 1 have * 
given unto Jacob, wherein your fachen have 
<« Welt, and they ſhall dwell therein, even they 
« ind their children and their children's chil . 
„ Jen for ever; and my ſervant. David ſhall be 
« their prinee-for ever.” And that this age e 
; felicity ſhall extiend itſelf over the whole earth 
and all nations acknowledge the dominion, and 
' taſte the bleſſings of the reign of Chriſt, is teſti. 
fied by various paſſages of Scripture, as; in the 
Ted Plum alendy quored, in ſeveral propherics 
of Iſaiah, in the book of Daniel, and other parts 
df Holy Writ, which it is needleſs here to en 
_ . merate. Indeed, unleſs we look forward to a 
future manifeſtation of the light of the goſpel 
to thoſe nations among whom it hath not yer 
been preached, the grand diſpenſation carrying 
on in. he workd will appear imperiett in one of 
its parts: The evidence of the truth of the goſ- 
pel was Rift laid. befare che Jews, and they were - 
called on to receive its doQrines, hut this they 
refuled, and were conſequently puniſhed for their 
'difoedience to the Divine Command: "It was 
then offered de 4 et "the Gentiles, vd 
| acknowledged irs authority, but ſoon beginning 
2 its doctrines, and becoming by de- 
| F 2 | == 
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17 ] | 
* come up in my face And I will call for a 
r taing, faith the Lord God, Every man's ſword 
4+ ſhall be againſt his brother, And I will plead 
s againſt him with peſtilence, and with blood, 
* and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, 
and upon the many people that are with, him, 
* an overflowing rain, and great bailſtones, fire 
und brimſtone. Thus will I magnify myſelf, 
* and ſanctify myſelf, and I will de known. in 
_ 4 the! ces of many nations, and they ſhall 
* know, that I am the Lord . What ig thus 
deelared in terms fo expreſs by Exekiel, is re- 


peated in language no leſs . 
who teſtifies, that “ When the thouſand years 


af the reign of e ply yy e 
<. pived, Satan ſhall be looked out of his priſen, 
6 and ſhall go out to deceive the nations which 
* e eee 


Rack. chap. xzxvili. In the courſe of this predifiivn 
viz. ver. 177 it is declared; That — arvmrpong 


- 


whoſe attempts t9 interrupt. the! happineſs of the reed 


houſe of Iſrael, former prophets bad {poker ;- Of-theſs 
Haiah, is age, in bis 39th chapter, from the ach vgiſe 3 
and it may be thought, that ſome of thoſe prophecies which, 
Lore applied to another an} eric day oF gde ans 
applicable to this ; nere as 1 have already med 
12 2 — 


** 


| — 
0 — 1 | 


556 « of the ſaints about: And fire came down from 


6:3 


+ Magoig to gather them together to battle : The 
<« and they went up (ſays the apoſtle) upon the 
% breadth of the earth, and compaſſed the camp 


« heaven, and devoured them $. Immediately 
* 
race ſhall be finally baniſhed into the place of 
torment prepared for him; the judgement ſhall 
At, the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, to be 
rewarded according to their works; death ant 
che grave ſhall be deſtroyed ; and the heaven and 
earth which now are, being tp be found no more, 

thoſe who ſhall-prove acceptable in the fight ef 
their all-ſeeing Judge ſhall be tranſlated to a 
new earth, on which ſorrow ſhall have nb place, - 
where pain ſhall not be known, but the bappi- 
neſs of it inhabitants ſhall be perfect in its Kind, 
and endleſs in its duration. 
 Havmic thus ſtated thoſe prediftions, which 
I conceive to be ſo clear, that they cannot, with, 
any ſho of reaſon, be controverted, I wilnow 
lay before the Reader that prophecy relating to 
this time, which is attended with fo great diffi- 
cultes. It is to be fognd in the 20th chapter 
of the Revelations, the 4th and 5th verſes of 
which run thuz—** And I ſaw thrones, and them 
chat ſat upon them, and judgement was given 
* unto them: And I faw the fouls of them that 
48 | & Rev. xx, 74 &, be. ade 
| © = _ 


Is) 


« e beheided fee SHONE" of Jeſus; and 
for the word of God, and which had not 
1 worſhipped thecbeaſt, neither his image, nei- 
<<- ther received his mark upon their forcheads, 
or in their hands; aud they ved and reigned 
. with Qhriſt a thouſand yeati- But the ru of 
0 the dead lived not again until the thouſund 
e years were finiſhed. This is the fliſt reſur- 
* fection. Theſe words, it muſt be achnow. 
ledged, are ftrong, and as the ſecond refurree«. - 
tion afterward. mentioned, ver. 13, and'to'which 
this is oppaſed in point of time, is on all hands 
allowed to be literal, that may be eſteeined-ſome. 
| Err ven r- to adder likewiſe 
3 ak that in me of Daniel, 
ver. 22: and our Lord's promiſe to his apoſtles, 
that when. the Son of Man ſhall ſit on the throne 
_ glory, they alſo thall-fir upon rmebre 
Sear in fome meaſure to juſify-ſoch interpre- 
tation. But, on the other hand; it is-urged, 
chat mention is here made of the fouls only, 
| vhereas a literal and proper reſurrection is never 
in the whole. New Teſtament repreſented hut by 
the living of the dead, or the riſing of the hady; 
and it is well known, that in Seripture, amoral 
hat indeed ſhewn to Ezekiel in his viſion, ch. 
ovyx — : as 


T3 - 
as to time with this Gf dt. John, is: figu- 
rative only; at the ſame time that the under 
| Rtanding#this to be literal neceſfarily involyes us · 
in ſome difficulties : For with: what body ſhall 
hawks dee Rees for the witheſs of Jeſus 


l 
; — along found +? Theſe and 
other queſtions,” not" eaſy to be anſwered. are 
Put om this fide; to which it may be added, 
that the ſaints ſpoken of by Daniel, Rem to be 
the body of the holy people, who are faid, ver. 
27, to poſſeſa the kingdom; and the ſecond 
Ann John, — 


t for the firſt refur: 1 v7 Bong 4 li- 
„ becauſe the ſecond is o may ſeem. to 


. ic. may jaſtly be-replicd; on 
re 


1 „ 


> fas th fk ft mar 


4 — by BP 34. arg of 2 

e Millennium; how far this will 
e » without we embrace the tenet, that the 
r * I 
leave others to determine. 


* 
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. to God, con The Faro 


{ 74 } | 


tyrs are not . buried in fin, nor theirſelves now 


4.4 


To theſe real are added, by the writers on the 
various fancied difficulties, which have | 
= on 
Al. that are. bleſſed 24 — — 
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too Dr. r 
eing, in contradiction to the expreſs teſtimony 
of the ſacred text, the ſcene of this millenary 
reign on the new earth, feigns the preſent to be 
Pg + tte Bad curing 
duced into this queſtion, and much 
bach aien from moſt af the writers 
on ĩt not attending to the order of the 
prophetic narration. There have heen texts 
cited in ſupport of various ideas concerning the 
bleſſings of the Millennium, which relate not at 
all to that period, but to one ſubſequent thereto, 
and which is moreover diſtinguiſhed from it by 
the moſt deciſive marks, From the 


figurative 
deſcription of the heavenly Jeruſalem, occafion 


hath. been taken to paint the future glories of 


_ that on this earth, and much fruitleſs ingen 

hath been diſplayed in endeavouring to _ 
cile what the apoſtle ſays of a new world to the 
ate. of the. preſent ar 4 future period. The 
ſynchroniſms of the Revelations end at the 


cloſe; of the time common to them all, that of 


the 1260 daies; from thence the prophecy pro- 


ceeds in a regular narration, declaring, that 
| When the vengeance firſt threatened to be taken 
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Wk 
on earth, to interrupt which an attempt will be 
made at the end of a thouſand years by many 
nations, led on by a diſtant and powerful one, 
but the impious purpoſes of theſe being over- 
"thrown, by the Divine Interpoſition, and the 
day of-final judgement being come, the deftruc- 
tion of death and the grave ſhall follow by the 

general refurrection; and the earth and heaven 
1 flying from the face. of Him who ſittethᷣ on the 
3 chrone, the dead, ſmall und great, hall be 
| _ * judged according to their works, and all things 
be made new, In this new ſtate, ſhewn to the 
apoſtle in his viſion; he tells us, that he'faw on 
the new earth no ſea, and among thoſe who | 
dwell on it, there ſhall be no more death,” nei- 
cher ſorrow, nor crying,” nor any more pain; 
= that the evils under which the human race here 
=. | ſuffer from the fall, ſhall not there be known, 
and the good of which they are thereby de- 
prived, ſhall be reſtored; for in the heavenly 
E 
bah ad: be width belghig 6 WI the be- 
n m 
kind be completed, when the gs ih 
| Creatour beigg fully renewed in them, the erea- 
ture ſhall be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, under which we both know and feel it 
now groaneth, and travaileth in pain, into the 
been dey of th hide of God, | 
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CONCLUDING CHAPTER. 


| HAVE „ 
quiry into the principal prophecies relating 
to the final reſtoration of the Iſraelites, and ſome, 


in which are mentioned particular circumſtances, 
either preceding, concomitant, or ſubſequent to 
that event; but I carinot take leave of the 
Reader, without begging him to turn with me 
his attention to the character of that diſpenſa- 
tion, the knowledge of which is conveyed to us 
through the writings that contain theſe predic 
tions. For whether we contemplate its end, the 
283 which the manifeſtation of it hath 
deen conducted, the inſtruments uſed in it, or 
the ground on which thoſe inſtruments were 
choſen, we equally meet with the moſt viſible 
traces of the Divine Attributes, and ſee à glo- 

rious diſplay of mercy, truth, and omnipotence. 
To recover a fallen race by means that are con- 
| ſiſtent with the dictates of eternal wiſdom and 
_ immutable equity; to extirpate fin, and its at- 
tendant miſery from the world, ind to raiſe ſuch 
| a portion of the human ſpecies as, ſhould prove 
themſelves fit ſubjects for the Divine Benefi- 
cence, to a ſtate of exalted and durable felicity, 
are Key purpoſes 2 conſiſtent with the 
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| higheſt ideas we entertain of 


ſeveral cir« 


9 


1 
| peared to depend om the determination of a 
fingle perſon, totally unacquainted with their 


purport: Nor was the period during which the 
ſucceſs of Haman's miſchievous intention con- 


tinuec doubtful, the only- one at which the 
credit of no ſmall portion 6F the predictions ap- 
peatt# to hang, as it were, by a thivad; had 
Hangibal made that uſe of his victory at Cannce, 
 which'might have been expected from a General 
both able and ſo inveterate againſt the Romans, 


all thoſe events in which it had been declared, 
that pesple ſhould be, and in which they have 


mn 1 42 


et the'earth | 


deea; Wha cnafincd to © handy few in comber, 
and obferve how; from the ſingle ſtock of Abra- 
ham, millions df witneſſes have ariſen to its truth; 


| and. how the kings of the earth have buſied 


themſelves about this race, to root out, and 


to rows, r while the Divine 


| nies, hath contioued even unto this hour, the 
courſe 
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3 : < upon the whole earth; and this is the hand 
do is firetched out upon; all nations—For 
. . the Lord of Hoſts hath purpaſed, and 
| | _ < ſhall diſannul it? And His hand is firetched 
= out, and Who ſhall turn it back ?” But while 
others have been thus made inſtruments in 2 
work of which 9 


＋ 


1 unto 8 ey: in His — ; 
| of them, God hath more eſpecially manifefled + 

= | his loving-kindneſs, judgement, and 

1 neſs; Their | 


\ 


n E N 
ſued, and the public records of the, people 
h * . 


that he is 


"Creatour of: the untverſe has, n <A 
perſons of their nation, called on all mankind . . 
to attend to the proofs of his ſup! 4 
bien in de fen of this race, e 
- . powerfully iciiiing to excite . | 0 
enquiry, and work cotiviction, have been at the 
ſamie time no leſs calculated for the extenſion f | "2 
+ both; fince the wonders wrought on them being 
, confined to neither their own country, nor that ' 2 
of the adjoining nations, diſtant lands, and va- | 
Plickd in » portion of the earth which ſaceeC. 4 
ſively became ſubje& to four different empires, ; 
. the knowledge of their claim to the peculiar 
| patronage of heaven, and of all the conſequences 
of their miſbehaviour under the opportunity of 3 
gaining the bleſſings which would thence have 
: flowed, hath ſpread to the Eaſt and to the Weſt, 
to the North, and to the South—Diſperſed by 
the judgements juſtly executed on them among | 
r and te . 
ſevereſt ſerutiny: Nothing: hath been omitted; N 
that could prevail on men to look carefully into 
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enjoyed, thete'i.no od groudd for prefutaingy 
' that had any other nation paſſed through ſimilar. 
circumſtances, ita conduct would have been 
lefs cenfurable, and they have borne the puniſh- 
ment of their fins, and by their unparallellec 
been means of manifeſting God's 
;odgement and righteouſneſs to men, we ſnould 
ſeem to conclude ® rather unworthily of Divine 
Benevolence, were we to think, that there are 
not bleflings ſtill in ſtore for them, or that they 
will not yet become fubjefts of His goodneſs, 
and exhibic, in ſome future ſituation, proofs of 
His mercy, as reſplendent, as thoſe which h 
bem given in them of His juſtice, are terrible — 
After the great things that are faid of Iſrael, 
after his having been choſen by the Lord, and 
having received. the promiſe of never. failing 
patronage, Is there no hope in his end ? Shall 
de have it with Amelck, and periſh for ever? 
Or in this cafe, Would the prophet have wiſhed 
that his own laſt end ſhould be like his + ? But 
moreover, all ſuch ſuppoſitions are inconſiſtent 
with the ground on which this race was choſen 
for God's peculiar people 45 it was becauſe He 
loved their fathers, that He choſe their ſeed 
after them. Abraham, whoſe deſcendants were 
to have the glory of conveying ſuch bleſlings to 
- © Yee, in ſupport of this reaſoning, the concluſion ofthe 


paſſage from Jeremiah, quoted above, P. 24+ | ogy 
1 Numbery Wii, . 1 Deut. iv, 7 
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his ſeed, and the affurance that the Lord would 
be their God, and they ſhould be His people, 


by his own conduct, manifeſting the moſt im- 


plicit obedience” to the will, and the moſt per- 
fett confidence in the truth and goodneſs of his. 
Creatour ; attaching himſelf entirely to this ſer- 
vice, throwing the care .of all his fortunes on 
his providence, he left his kindred, relinquiſhed . 
his connections, and would without heſitation. - 
have ſacrificed even the fon of his hopes at the 


Divine Command: Thus the great work of faiths 


to be rewarded is already paſt, while the everlaſt- 
ing kindneſs promiſed ag its recompence muſt 


have failed, if the race be for ever abandoned: 


Thatit is not, however, its preſent exiſtence in the 
ſtate heretofore predicted is a ſufficient aſſurance; 
while the indications given of che approach of 
its final deliverance, and all the concomitant 


circumſtances are ſuch, that to require plainer, 


would equal the perverſeneſs of that generation 
before which the miracles of our Lord were 
wrought, who obſtinately demanded of Him a 
ſign from heaven, as a proof of His being the 


Meſſiah, when it had. at the requeſt of their 


fathers, been particularly promiſed, that no ſuch 
ſhould accompany-the preaching of that prophet,” 
who was to come into the world g. The whole 
diſpenſation. hath. been laid befbre us, by the 
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church, hor Os 
the world, which have been or ſhall be the ſcene 
of their fortudes, be —— yet 
is promiſed, or mentioned as to be 
n or perfecting 
of this diſpenſation, which can at all interfere to 


adapted to its deſerts, but the conduct of the 
whole here revealed is conſiſtent with the moſt 
equitable adjuſtment of all irs parts. Miſtakes 
indeed have bet made in interpreting the de- 
clarations of the ſacred Writers, and many who 
1 in the moſt ardent 
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_ ance with each other; and among theſe there 
| Auth ariſen a power diverſe from the others, who 
hath magnified himſelf above all, neither Rath 
de regarded the God of his fathers, but hath 
honouted faints-mediatours, hath forbidden to 
_ marry, and commanded to abſtain from meats ; 
wonderful has been the ſupport upport which, in per- 
fect conſonance with the predictions, this power 
hath received from thoſe around him, == wore 
no leſs conformably with the prophecies, is 
. 
hatred, and their obedience into acta of enmity: | 
RTE EI 
| rucjipurs'of wars, y diſtreſs of nations, and ex- 
 tenfive calamitics, have theſe ages been f 
marked. What reſts then, but to draw the 
proper, the only juſt concluſion from what we | 
have ſeen, and do ſe; that as the words of the 
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© to Conviet thoſe who refuſe to liſten unto it. of 2 
"2 need of forther?: And, e d * 
= the common powers of the elements be inſtru- 

3 to the execution of the judge. ; 

#i ments of God, on. a wicked world, Wherefore | 
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; of their framers : For however natural an event maybe, Its 
. | coming to paſs may as juſtly be marked as a gn or Bees 
23 3 of the approach of ſomething ſubſequent, as if it wet bf 
| | .  , " the mat miraculous kind; fince tis not. as beiog.pricerin | 
ol Cor IE che order « of cauſes, but merely as 4 circumſtance 
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- than preſent, but by men whoenj 
of infirution afforded by the age in which thi 
ciently teftifies, that their prediftions —— 
— — „ becauſe 
they are unwilling to ſubmit to its precepts, . 
vour to divert their minds by ſuch reaſonings f the ur. 
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: tan we fail to acknowledge and admire, that 
„ mies of God, in that they weary themſelves wien 
| . vanity, and labour in a thing of nought, while He 
who firteth in the heavens hath them in derifio 
We: by his prophets expoſing their folly, and rebuk=. © 
LITTON ing their madneſs, ſaying, * Remember this, 
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